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Reports from Darfur appear even worse as I write than they were this time last year – the conflict continues, indeed I am told that the violence is escalating.  No one could have predicted that severe, debilitating insecurity could continue for years. Yet this is what has happened, is happening.  I am therefore full of admiration for our team in Darfur, whose ability to respond positively to the ever changing security situation has not just enabled projects to be implemented, but to be implemented in such a way that I can announce with pride that we are now helping 100,000 people.

This is at a time when Darfur is high in public awareness.  Countless articles are appearing in the press calling for international action to stop the violence. (Please see “Call for International Action on our website”.  ) The United Nations is stalling once again from taking any action itself, despite passing Resolution 1706 calling for a peace keeping force.  No further assistance appears to be available to strengthen both the mandate and force on the ground, of the African Union. The deadline for their withdrawal is approaching fast.  Whilst the world waits, it is known that there was a planned escalation of attacks during Eid, the holiday at the end of Ramadan.   The African Union is reported as incapable of enforcing security, even around the IDP (internally displaced people) camps on its own doorstep. It is often incapacitated through lack of fuel or air power and there is a report that Government troops have, on occasion, commandeered their fuel. Aid workers are being attacked by rebels, their vehicles stolen (as was ours), and most are now confined to El Fasher, the regional capital of North Darfur, incapable of working in the camps.  Some have left Darfur.
So many people fleeing their homes, their only refuge the vast IDP camps where conditions are deteriorating rapidly.  When I was in Darfur earlier in the year the air of settled life was depressing – what sort of a life is it for a child to live in a plastic tent?  Simple schools were being established, allowances of food and medicines were being organised by the aid agencies, wells were being dug and a camp market gave a sense of permanency. But this is no answer to people living in their own homes, however simple a tukul, in their own villages, with freedom of movement and without fear of attack. And now aid agencies in many areas are at great risk bringing even this help.  Some camps are inaccessible because of violence.
This is why KIDS FOR KIDS is so important.
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	We are the only organisation dedicated to helping people in their villages,  not only enabling them to stay in their homes, despite the increasing difficulties, but continuing with a programme of improving lives by working directly with communities.  Where we cannot get to them, villagers now make it a practise to go to our office in the Practical Action headquarters in El Fasher.



	Alastair King-Smith, Trustee, talking to villagers
At Um Shireiga - 2006
Office - 2006
	


It was with great joy I can say that 16 new village midwives have graduated from the Midwives Training School.  During their training they delivered 218 healthy babies, and since they have returned to their villages they have delivered 140 new babies – on their own.  We gave each midwife a fast donkey to help her reach her patient quickly!  The affect of these midwives on villagers is far reaching.  They are also trained in First Aid now and when there is no other health care even this basic knowledge is invaluable.
Our Goat and Donkey Loan Projects are also flourishing -
650 billy goats and 3,264 nanny goats
went to new homes this year!  I do not know another charity that is able to state categorically that money donated to buy animals is actually spent so directly and is so accountable!  To say I am proud of KIDS FOR KIDS is an understatement!
Patricia Parker MBE – Chairman
                                    Dr AbelAzim Imam, Kids for Kids Project Manager
   with my son Alastair, earlier this year in Darfur, in the 
  Kids for Kids office
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Reminder:  Do make sure to book your tickets for our Candlelit Christmas Concert and Birthday Party on Wednesday, 13th December 2006 in London – 0207 371 9857, or write to Lady Pearce, 150A Stephendale Road, London SW6 2PL
Further information: www.kidsforkids.org.uk              contact@kidsforkids.org.uk 
or write to Kids for Kids P. O. Box 456 Dorking RH4 2WS   07957 206 440
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